Toxocara canis is the most important of the parasites causing visceral larva migrans in the human host,' and when a single larva becomes trapped in the retina the resulting inflammatory response may lead to impaired vision. 2 3 4 Seroprevalence surveys of healthy adults indicate that between 2-5%5 and 7% of the adult population have antibodies to Toxocara Sp. 6 In children seroprevalence from 14-6-23% has been reported in developed countries and up to 84% where poor sanitation and environmental conditions favour the transmission of geohelminthic parasites.'-'0
The spectrum of symptoms associated with toxocariasis is diverse and exhibits a wide variation in degree of severity." 13 Some patients may have eosinophilia and serological evidence of infection in the absence of clinical symptoms and signs. 14 Others may develop more severe manifestations with fever, bronchospasm, and hepatosplenomegaly."2 13 Epileptic seizures and myocarditis have also been reported as complications. ' figure) . A significant proportion of the patients with other helminth infections were positive in the Toxocara antigen ELISA (table 2) .
Discussion
Toxocariasis is difficult to diagnose, both clinically and in the laboratory. The antigen used in early serological techniques was from adult worm extracts: the bentonite flocculation technique had a specificity of 90% but low sensitivity.'6 An indirect haemagglutination test'7 and complement fixation test'8 also using adult worm extracts had been described but suffered from a similar lack of specificity due to cross-reaction with other ascarid parasites.
Toxocara canis L2 larvae may be maintained in vitro, and in this state they produce ES antigens.25 These antigens have proved a useful reagent in highly specific anti-Toxocara antibody assays using immunofluorescence and ELISA.5 '9 Although an ELISA using ES antigen is now established as the standard technique, these assays can not distinguish between active and dormant infection. There are reports of IgE ELISAs but it is not clear from these reports whether these assays provide any advantage over conventional IgG ELISAs.26 This study describes the evaluation of an antigen capture ELISA using a mouse monoclonal antibody Tcn-2. This antibody has been shown to be specific for T canis in immunological studies. 22 
